Prof. Coupland in his Report has supported this
propaganda.
II
WHO WAS TOTALITARIAN ?
Prof. Coupland's misuse of the word 'totalitarian'
warps the logic of his thesis. 'Totalitarian* in the
accepted sense of the term means that characteristic
of authority which exercises control over all spheres
of life, leaving no freedom to the individual. In that
sense the Congress High Commond was not totalita-
rian. It never sought to stifle individual freedom; it
never exercised control over all spheres of life. All
that the Congress Working Committee did was to win
the elections in ten out of thirteen provinces on a
specific programme in 1937. Then it guided ithe Pro-
vincial Congress parties to select leaders it trusted. It
extracted assurances from the Governors, with the
consent of His Majesty's Government, to hold in abey-
ance the 'discretion' given to them by the Act. It
helped the ministries to implement the programme on
which they had won elections. And lastly, it exer-
cised the supervisionary jurisdiction when a minister
failed to carry out his duties consistently with the
pledges the Congress had given to the people.
This is not totalitarianism; if it is, every effective
political party under a responsible government is
guilty of it. By the very nature of democracy, a party
machine which wins an election has to choose true in-
struments and has to see that the pledges which en-
abled it to win an election are faithfully implemented.